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WHOLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM INTENT STATEMENT 
Curriculum Intent: 
· As a Church of England School, we are committed to the belief that every child is a child of God – uniquely blessed with individual gifts and talents.  The intention of our curriculum is to provide opportunities for all students to flourish, drawing out their individual potential and developing them as fully integrated human beings.  Our curriculum reflects our Christian ethos and is designed to be challenging, fulfilling, enjoyable and successful for all, regardless of academic or social barriers.   
 
· The curriculum is designed with the intention of being rich and balanced, giving a breadth of opportunity at Key Stage 3 supporting the development of the skills needed to succeed at Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5.  Key Stage 4 has a core which includes RS GCSE for all, alongside both academic and vocational courses.  Key Stage 5 provides appropriate pathways for the majority of students to progress and allows students to prepare for further study and the world of work.  Alongside this, students are provided with a broad enrichment and work-related offer that stimulates their aspirations as global citizens - resilient in the face of difficulty, skillful when faced with new challenges, confident to step out into the unknown and assured of their individual self-worth and of the unique gifts that they each have to bring to the world.    
 
· Whilst acknowledging the importance of academic success the curriculum will not bow down to the demands of governments for results, nor allow itself to become just an exam factory, rather serving the needs of our students.  
 










We review our curriculum on a yearly basis and consider the following principles. We believe our curriculum should: 
· Embody the school vision which is to be a centre of excellence for learning, inspired by Christian values, where every person in our school community fulfils their potential.  
 
· Provide a broad and balanced range of subjects, including those that are creative and practical, at all Key Stages.   
 
· Include opportunities in a range of both academic and vocational courses at Key Stages 4&5.  
 
· Ensure Religious Studies sits alongside Maths, English and Science as a Core subject which every student will take up to GCSE level. 
 
· Ensure that every student has the opportunity to develop their character through a variety of experiences within REACH, PE, and the Creative Arts. 
 
· Be coherent and sequential so that new knowledge and skill builds on what has been taught, both within an individual subject and across the wider curriculum. 
 
· Be informed by educational research e.g. Growth Mindset (Carol Dweck) and Feedback Loop (John Hattie). 
 
· Acknowledge our contextual needs by giving a high priority to increasing students’ mastery of functional literacy, vocabulary and numeracy to maximise students’ opportunities for future learning and employment. 
 
· Provide opportunities for learning outside of the classroom.  At KS3 this is being embedded through the concept of a ‘Passport’; a collection of co-curricular experiences that every student will have experienced. 
 
· Make explicit links to future career pathways alongside a programme of advice and guidance based on the Gatsby benchmarks to prepare students for life and work. 
 


Whole School Curriculum Principles: 
· Our curriculum is structured in a logical and chronological manner. 
 
· Leaders carefully plan to ensure that appropriate knowledge and skills build upon what has been taught previously and are carefully developed before application into more challenging and complex situations, appropriate to the different curricular end points.  These skills are recognised as the ‘big ideas’ within each subject area. 
 
· Knowledge is considered as a ‘big idea’ within all subject areas.  We are developing our understanding of cognitive psychology to enable students to maximise their learning potential.  This is best seen through the regular opportunities provided within subject areas to revisit knowledge acquired to enable improved retention and recall.  
 
· Our curriculum runs within a two-week timetable made up of 50 periods a fortnight, with 5 x 1 hour lessons plus assembly and Tutor time every day.  
 
· Each day begins at 8.45am with registrations, assemblies and a period of reflection and students are dismissed from this regular timetable at 3.10pm. 
 
· There are a range of additional activities such as study studio and numerous co-curricular opportunities which take place after this time on a daily basis. 
 
 













Whole School Learning Principles: 
· Progress at Holy Trinity is informed by ‘Accelerated Learning’ which emphasises efficiency by engaging learners in order to speed up the process of learning. It enables students to commit knowledge to their long-term memory and develop and refine their skills and performance over time. 
 
· This in turn supports the OFSTED definition of learning; “Learning is defined as an alteration in long-term memory. If nothing has altered in long-term memory nothing has been learned’’.  


















Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE)Intent Statement:  
An ambitious approach for broadened horizons!
The entitlement of each student at HTS is to have an opportunity to study and respond to religion and worldviews (Commission on RE 2018). We think this links directly to the mission and vision statements of HTS: Deeply Christian; Open to all. The RPE curriculum seeks to provide an educational experience which enables students to examine religion and worldviews, preparing them for positive participation in today’s diverse society.[footnoteRef:1]  And to provide students with the best GCSE and A Level qualifications. [1:   Religion, world views the way forward: A National Plan for RE 2018 Commission on Religious Education] 


As a team it is our intention and common practice to provide regular opportunities for implementing and cascading information from CPD to monitor subject development. These include examiners reporting, subject information, articles and information from RS Today, feedback from training, information from Diocesan sources and so on.  

The introduction of road maps for KS3 and KS4, allows us to clearly map the key terms and assessment points which are scheduled throughout years 7-11 (formative and summative).   At KS5 the GCE syllabus outline forms the scaffold of the course and directs students to materials and skills needed for progression

Having curriculum road maps for each element of our programmes of study at KS3 and KS4 enables us to identify the big questions that lie at the heart of the knowledge content, weaving in from an early point the structuring of written responses focussing on knowledge, explanation and evaluation skills: teaching to the top and scaffolding down. All maps reference the inclusion of the Church of England requirements and, West Sussex Agreed syllabus (KS3) and Eduqas guidance (KS4 &KS5).  

Whilst our curriculum is not traditionally ‘spiral’, it is designed to revisit key aspects year on year. These are the underpinning elements of belief (Theology), thinking (Philosophy) and living (Human and Social Sciences)[footnoteRef:2]. At a macro level there is repetition, recall and reinforcement of KS4 & KS5 elements in the early years of KS3 & KS4 respectively.  At a micro level it is common practice to use a number of strategies to reinforce recall and revision including: NED tests, recall starters, key terms and key knowledge quizzes and lesson reviews. [2:  ‘Religion and world-views in a broad and balanced curriculum, a practical tool’ 2019 National Society for Promotion of Education)  pg 12.] 


The contextual priorities of Religious Education at HTS include responding to the fact that our learners come from over 40 primary schools and that we are a V.A. Church of England School: therefore the bespoke curriculum at KS3 provides Yr 7 foundational work focused on ‘Why RPE?’; it further implements the Understanding Christianity Project and the W Sussex Agreed syllabus; and at GCSE and A level the Eduqas Syllabus Route A provides opportunity for the features of education outlined in the 2018 CoRE Final Report[footnoteRef:3] Our curriculum builds in such a way that the core skills are developed across the Key Stages, beginning with knowledge, then understanding and building up to evaluation. We aim to engage our students in appreciating a spectrum of religions and worldviews. Opportunities are also provided for them to reflect from their own experience and worldview.   [3:  ‘Religion and Worldviews: The Way Forward A National Plan for RE’ 2018 Commission on Religious Education pg 13] 


The RPE curriculum supports literacy at a high level through the systematic use of a focus on SPaG and key terms, In addition, we use structure strips to scaffold extended written work. We also mark for literacy using HTS marking policy. We intend to widen our opportunities for numeracy at various stages whilst presently using things such as: use of number reference systems for Bible and Qur’an, graphs/ data indicating responsibility/faith journey and working out percentages.

We explicitly support students to be informed about the possible future pathways to further training and employment opportunities by having and regularly updating an RPE display focussing on Career paths. Students are asked to consider how the subject will impact on their life (Key Question: ‘Why RPE?’).  Similar links are made in Year 9 Options booklet and Sixth Form Prospectus.

We deliberately support PP students by issuing hard copies of HW tasks (KS3) and revision materials (KS3,4 &5). We aim to use the opportunity of setting in Yrs. 9&10 to create supportive environments based on achievement and SEN needs. The availability of a computer room (122) and use of departmental alpha smarts is also a resource used to support learners with information processing and recording
 
With the appointment of a new KS3 Co-ordinator new learning journeys for all 3 years within KS3 to allow students to see where their learning is heading have been created. So too, a more consistent approach to marking and feedback that genuinely moves the learning on. Finally, we have assessed and are in the process of updating the homework’s currently used in KS3 to fit a range of learners whilst also ensuring students are challenged to complete independent work as well as considering the wellbeing and workload of staff.

 Our meetings include small sections in which we keep each other informed of a range of subject foci: CPD, national reforms, teaching and learning and shared resources.  A specific focus will be built into Learning Walks and agreed and informed by RS Development Plan.

Finally, in connection with all of the above, we are providing an opportunity for all our learners to experience Jesus in that we are seeking to show that: ‘I have come that you may have life and have it to the full’ John 10:10

Curriculum Aim: [footnoteRef:4] [4:  NB source RE in Church of England Schools A Statement of Entitlement February 2019] 


· To know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through the exploration of core beliefs using an approach that critically engages with biblical text. 
· To gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews appreciating diversity, continuity and change within the religions and worldviews being studied. 
· To engage with challenging questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence and experience. 
· To recognise the concept of religion and its continuing influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and in the lives of individuals and societies in different times, cultures and places. 
· To explore their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ways living, believing and thinking. 































Curriculum Principles: [footnoteRef:5] [5: 
 Sources: ‘RE in Church of England Schools A Statement of Entitlement’ February 2019
 SIAMS Self Evaluation Form Strand 7: the effectiveness of religious education.] 


· Religious education at the Holy Trinity Church of England Secondary School should enable every child to flourish and to live life in all its fullness. (John 10:10). It will help educate for dignity and respect encouraging all to live well together 
· The RPE curriculum gives pupils a safe space to critically reflect on their own religious, spiritual, and /or philosophical convictions. Questioning and discussion are encouraged. 
· The RPE curriculum helps pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living world faith through the exploration of core theological concepts using an approach that critically engages with text.  It also helps them consider the impact and connection that Christianity has on Britain’s cultural heritage and the lives of people worldwide. [footnoteRef:6]       [6:  This is achieved by studying units from the Understanding Christianity project at KS3 and the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity at KS4.

The RPE curriculum develops religious literacy.  This is done by developing a set of skills supporting an attitude of respect and curiosity. 
The RPE curriculum is designed to meet the requirements of the Church of England Statement of Entitlement.
The RPE curriculum meets statutory obligations. All students follow an RPE programme. A sequential RPE programme is followed to cover Christianity and other religions and world views. e.g. Buddhism and Sikhism are taught at KS3 to be in line with the West Sussex Agreed RE Syllabus. CE model ethos statement: RPE ‘… encourages an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith and promotes Christian values through the experience it offers to all its pupils’: ‘Deeply Christian, Serving the Common Good’. 






Key Stage 3:
The PE curriculum enables all pupils to develop knowledge and understanding of other major world religions and world views and their impact on society and culture.  At KS3 the religions of Buddhism, Islam and Sikhism are studied as world faith and they also look at aspects of Hinduism. Students should be able to describe and explain and evaluate concepts studies with increasing accuracy, depth and confidence.
Key Stage 4:
The RPE curriculum is designed around the key knowledge and skills required in preparation for the GCSE examination (Eduqas)
As a Church of England school, Christianity is our primary focus of study and this also follows the West Sussex Agreed syllabus guidelines. Islam is the other religion studied at GCSE as this is the 2nd largest religion represented in the school.   
The RPE curriculum develops learners’ knowledge and understanding of religions and worldviews, such as atheism and humanism. NB This is a specific requirement of the Ethics Life and Death topic
It develops learners’ ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced, and structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of understanding of the subject
The topic order is arranged so that at the beginning of the course students study an Ethics topic, i.e. Good and Evil to engage their interest and enthusiasm. This is followed in Year 10 with the study of the Beliefs and Practices of Christianity and Islam. This provides a foundation of knowledge which students can then apply to the Ethics topics they will study in Year 11, e.g. sources of authority. In Year 11 they cover the remaining 3 Ethics topics when they are at a more mature stage to consider the ethical dilemmas involved.
The GCSE course is followed by all students and is regarded as a Core subject by the school. They are taught in ability groups and work is differentiated. 
Students also build on their experience and expertise in describing and explaining areas of study to an even greater level of depth, confidence, and competency.

Key Stage 5:
The KS5 RPE curriculum is designed around key knowledge and skills required in preparation for the A level examination. NB This builds on work at KS4 and is the reason for choosing the Eduqas course for both GCSE and A Level.
As a Church of England school, Christianity is the religion studied for the Religion part of the syllabus.
The KS5 RPE curriculum is designed to identify, investigate and critically analyse questions, arguments, ideas and issues arising from the study of religion, philosophy and ethics including religious thought by studying specific scholars and also the social, religious and historical factors that have influenced developments in these disciplines
There is an emphasis on finding links between the 3 areas of study, i.e. Christianity, Philosophy and Ethics
Students are offered a course that suits them, covering the AS material in their first year, should this be more appropriate for an individual.
It is our intention to plan in the coming year, in consultation with the Head of Sixth form and the student body, so that all KS5 students, have RPE experience in the years moving forward.








Curriculum Overview for Year 7:


Curriculum Overview for Year 8:
















Curriculum Overview for Year 9:












Curriculum Overview for Year 10:
















Curriculum Overview for Year 11:

Curriculum Overview for Year 12:






















 
 










Curriculum Overview for Year 13:







































Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 
Assessment, Marking and Recording Policy

Throughout the RPE Department the following take place:-

Formative/diagnostic - what do students need to do to improve, e.g. DIRT lessons following assessments, with students completing self-evaluation sheets. 
Summative - recording of overall achievement/attainment at critical points, e.g., end of year exams. Also Teacher Assessments at end of KS3, KS4 & KS5. Assessments to be moderated: focus on Year 11.   
Evaluative - adjusting lesson plans and schemes of work in the light of student needs. 
Responsibilities of RPE teachers
Marking work regularly (approximately every 2/3 weeks at KS4 and 4 weeks at KS3.) Marking may be of exercise books, e.g. KS3 & KS4 PIA sheets (appendix i) half-way through a unit of work/ HW/ Assessment tests and NED tests (appendix ii) Feedback is also given through the introduction of whole class marking sheets (appendix iii)
Marking according to levels at KS3 and for assessments using mark schemes, GCSE and A Level criteria
Use of PIA at KS3 for some Assessments and Homework. Also use of WWW and EBI. and Progress trackers for KS3. Use of whole class marking sheets for both class and assessment marking at KS3. KS4 Progress sheets to be completed after assessments. 
School Marking Code used for Literacy Feedback 
Marks and assessment data accessible to Line Managers. To enter data into shared RPE Dept. spreadsheets after assessments.
To complete data for progress reports within deadlines  

Responsibilities of RPE Head of Department

Monitor progress of students
Monitor Learning and Teaching in the RPE Dept.
Analysis of RPE Departmental data to identify trends to inform future planning
Ensuring all students have access to skills ladders to help them plan and discuss next steps, KS4 GCSE Guidance, KS5 AO1 and AO2 criteria
Develop strategies for underachieving groups
Recognising overachievers and ensuring appropriate extension activities are put into place. Students are identified as being HA on SIMS. Students are encouraged to attempt more challenging tasks.  




Assessment

KS3, KS4 and KS5 Trackers to monitor progress. (appendix iv)
KS3 end of Unit assessments and end of Year examinations - some followed by DIRT lesson activities
GCSE end of Unit assessments followed by DIRT lesson activities, including whole class feedback 
Moderation of Assessments. NB Focus on Year 11. 
AO1 and/or AO2 essay writing at the end of a unit in KS5
Assessment achieved regularly by careful and differentiated questioning during lessons
Use of peer- and self-assessment, where the students can apply the criteria themselves

Opportunities for Assessment for recording and monitoring 







Teaching and Learning

See Whole School Policy

Evidence gathered from: -

Lesson Observations
Learning walks
Work scrutiny
Departmental Review 


Opportunities for Assessment for recording and monitoring 



Table 1 – Key Stage 3 Assessments

Year 7:




Year 8:



Year 9:




Homework NB All HW set through SMHW

KS3
KS4
Key concept word learning in preparation for quizzes
Key information learning in preparation for NED tests
Revision is set ahead of end of unit and year tests 
Some independent research tasks 


KS5 NB Follows 6th Form Guidance for all subjects
9 hours every fortnight doing homework NB 3 hours each of Christianity, Philosophy & Ethics. Includes research/ background reading/ completing AO1 and AO2 exam questions/ note taking/ revision/ creating revision materials 
6 hours doing personal development. Includes Developing study skills/ research/ notetaking/ presentation of different viewpoints to be monitored through regular reviews of folders





































Team Appraisal and CPL Focus:  
 
 
 






































Appendix

i)
			          

RPE PIA












ii) 


iii)




BLUE/BLACK = FOR WHAT YOU DID KNOW WITHOUT LOOKING IN YOUR BOOK​
Different colour (not green) for answers you didn’t know and had to look through your book.​
Green = corrections after we have gone through the answers​


Define ‘atonement’
Name the most important events in the life of Jesus
What are the main Christian ideas about the Creation?
Describe what Christians believe about the nature of God?
Define ‘omnibenevolence’
What is meant by ‘theodicy’?
Explain what is the Apostle’s Creed?
Explain what the trinity is and why is important?
Why is the resurrection so important to Christians?
Why is the ascension so important to Christians?









] 




	Questions
	 RS Skills

	a) Specialist language         2 marks
	· Explain the meaning of a key concept in detail/ with an example  

	b) Describe…*  
      5 marks
	· Give detailed knowledge about a topic, i.e. beliefs, teachings and/or practices
· Link belief to practice
· Accurately use a range of key terms 

	c) Explain…*
8 marks
	· Explain fully why Christians believe/ act  
· Explain diversity of Christian beliefs/ actions
· Link belief to practice
· Explain diversity from within a religion or across religions, e.g. Liberal/ Conservative Christians or Christianity and Islam
· Show the impact beliefs and /or practices have on a Christian and the Christian community 
· Accurately use a range of key terms 

	d) Evaluate…*
15 marks



SPaG – 6 marks
	· Present arguments for and against a statement with detail, analysis and evaluation 
· Explore different and/or opposing views using religion, teachings and morality
· Explain how belief affects behaviour
· Use key terms and teachings throughout
· Give an excellent account of non-religious responses as well as religious. NB Life and Death unit only.
· Make explicit judgements about the views, i.e. reach a conclusion
· Spelling, grammar and punctuation will be assessed


iv.


	Topic  
	Assessment date
	%
	GCSE 
Grade
	On (0)/Above(+)/
Below (-) Target
	Comments: what do I need to do to improve?

	
Pre-Public Exam
	
	
	
	
	





	Relationships




	
	
	
	
	

	
Life and Death
	
	
	
	
	








v)

	AO1 Essay Title: 


	AO1 Feedback 


	Important features of a good 
AO1 response 
	Fully 
Met 
	Partially 
Met 
	Not 
Met 
	Further comments 

	1.  The candidate carefully  
     selects information to  
     answer the question set. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2.  The candidate creates a  
     good impression by  
     demonstrating they are  
     answering the question  in  the first paragraph.  
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3.  The candidate clearly     
     demonstrates their   
     knowledge and  
     understanding of the topic using a Point, Explain using Evidence, Link to the  
 next paragraph approach. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4.  The candidate uses  
     specialist language and  
     vocabulary in context. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5.  The candidates refers to  
  sacred texts and sources of wisdom where appropriate. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6.  At A level (where  
appropriate) the candidate  
made connections to other   
areas of study. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7.  At A level, the candidate  
    refers to schools of thought or scholarly opinion 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	What did the candidate do well? 
	  
 

	How can the candidate improve their next response? 
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Positives:      Brilliant start to the GCSE   - really proud of you!      You ’ ve all contributed really well to class discussions;  it really helps understanding.      Fantastic presentation: Sonny, Saif, Toni and Hassnaa      You have all attempted an exam question  –   well  done!!  

Improvements:      Using sources of authority  -   Try to refer to one of  them to support your ideas in discussion      Homework  –   make sure you complete these each  week; it ’ ll make a difference       Presentation: No doodling in your book please!    

Star Performers      Theo      Liam      Owais      Steven      Phoebe      Yash      Diogo      Hassnaa      Sonny      Usman      Alfie      Steven      Kyle      Gio vanni   This is for either  the work  completed in your  book, your  homework or the  way in which  you’ve  contributed  positively to  lessons.   

Actions      Complete any outstanding work that has yet to be  finished.      When using a Q strip, re - write the wording on them  so that your senten ces are complete and you get used  to using that wording each time.      Presentation: Make sure all sheets are tagged in.       
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9P1 - Love and Marriage Assessment Feedback
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This is a self-assessed recall test @ the front of your books.​
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